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Barking Solutions


Barking dogs is one of the most common animal behaviour problems Council is asked to respond to.  All dogs bark, but if your dog is becoming a real neighbourhood nuisance – you will need to find the source of the problem in order to resolve the matter.  This information sheet may provide you with some options that will help to improve your neighbours’ quality of life and reduce neighbourhood tensions.

RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES

Your dog may be barking excessively and causing a neighbourhood nuisance.  While it is an offence to allow your dog to cause a nuisance, Council recognises you may not be fully aware of the problem and would like to inform you of the issue and provide options for resolving the matter informally.

Barking dogs can impact significantly on other people’s quiet enjoyment of their homes.  This can include disturbing their sleep; particularly shift workers during the day when you may not be home and aware of the barking.

Your neighbour is expected to make you aware of the problem but they may choose to involve Council if you have not addressed the issue adequately.

COUNCIL INVESTIGATION

When investigating a barking complaint, a Council Community Protection Officer will speak with you to ensure you are aware of the problem and provide advice.  They may also consult with other neighbours to determine the extent to which the barking is creating a nuisance in the neighbourhood.

If you fail to adequately address the issue the matter can escalate, with fines being issued.  Council may also seek a Court Order for an action to be undertaken to prevent the nuisance from continuing.  Failure to comply with a Court Order is subject to further penalties.

TOO MANY DOGS

Excessive barking is often the result of having too many dogs on the one property.  Golden Plains Shire’s General Public Amenity Local Law No.2 states that you are only allowed to have two dogs on the one property without a permit unless kept exclusively for droving or drafting of livestock in primarily rural farming areas.
If you do not have a permit you may be asked to remove the extra dogs from the property.  If you seek a permit, you will be asked to demonstrate that you have resolved any nuisance barking issues before a permit will be considered.
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If you have a permit and your dogs bark excessively, you are most probably in contravention of a permit condition and Council may issue a ‘Notice to Comply’, impose a fine or revoke the permit.

In most cases however, Council will afford you a period of time to resolve the matter before acting.

WALKING
Taking your dog for a walk once or twice a day can be enough to alleviate boredom and provide the stimulation required to prevent barking in many circumstances.  

Talking your dog for a daily walk is fundamental in resolving many behaviour problems.

LACK OF EXERCISE, INADEQUATE YARD SPACE, BOREDOM
Dogs become bored when they are confined in a back yard.  This problem can be compounded when the yard is small, or the dog is kept on a chain, locked in an enclosure or on a run.  
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Dogs like to explore and enjoy new experiences.  Barking problems may be overcome when the dog is treated as a member of the family, included on family outings and taken on regular walks.
TRAINING

Training and obedience are important aspects of responsible dog ownership and can play a significant role in managing barking.  Advice on dog behaviour training and obedience is available from dog obedience schools, breeders, vets and registered dog organisations.
One simple and inexpensive method of teaching your dog not to bark at trivial matters is to use voice control and a water spray gun.  When the dog is barking at the birds, cats, possums or neighbours, go to the dog while it is barking and squirt it in the face with water and say, “NO, BAD DOG” in a firm but controlled voice.

You should never call the dog to you to receive the reprimand or else it will believe that it is being reprimanded for coming when called.  A dog should never be reprimanded after the incident as this confuses the dog as to the reason it is being punished.

LONELINESS, LACKING HUMAN COMPANY

Dogs are social animals and enjoy the companionship of other dogs and their human owners.  Those that are left for long periods of time without companionship can become discontented or lonely.  Dogs need to interact with other dogs and with people to keep them stimulated.  Dogs that are not permitted to socialise regularly with other animals and humans can become destructive, fearful or bark excessively as a plea for attention.  In the owner’s absence, an old jumper containing the owner’s scent may comfort the dog.  A radio left on inside the house may give the dog the impression that it is not alone on the property.  The radio may also help deter potential intruders.  Dogs are scavengers and enjoy searching for food.  Hiding treats around the yard provides your pet with stimulation and rewards them for being busy, not barking.
INADEQUATE SHELTER
Dogs require shelter from all the weather elements and may cry for attention if they are uncomfortable due to hot, cold, windy or wet weather conditions.  They need shelter that provides soft, dry bedding, protection from the heat in the summer and is warm and dry in the winter.
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HUNGRY OR THIRSTY
Dogs require plenty of fresh water and need to be fed a well balanced diet to remain healthy and contented.  A dog will soon let its owner know by barking, howling or whimpering, if it has not been fed or has no water to drink.
MEDICAL CONDITION
An obvious or underlying medical condition can be the cause of howling, whimpering and barking. Flea or worm infestations, skin allergies and some injuries, which are usually easily detected and treated, can cause a dog to make excessive noise.

A veterinarian should be consulted to eliminate any medical condition from being the cause of excessive noise.
PROVOCATION
Remove the source of provocation or remove the dog.  If the source of provocation is a person, discuss and solve the problem with the person or, if the person is unapproachable, contact the Dispute Settlement Centre.

Birds:  Train the dog not to bark at birds.

Possums:  House your dog indoors overnight when possums are active.  Have possums professionally removed or train dog not to bark at possums.

Dogs & Cats:  If possible, locate the owner of an intruding dog or cat and discuss the problem with them.  Request dog/cat owner to confine animal to its own property.  Train the dog not to bark at other dogs or cats.
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STRESS
Dogs can also feel the impact of stress related to moving home or changes to family structure.  A death in the family or someone moving out of home can create distress for your dog.  If your dog is stressed, take the time to include it in family activities and provide it with extra attention.

EXPERT HELP
Many veterinary clinics and dog clubs provide advice and tuition in managing dog behavioural issues.  Attending puppy class or participating in advanced dog training programs can provide you with the skills to manage bad behaviour such as persistent or excessive barking.

Contact your local vet or dog club for more information on behaviour training.
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More information
Further information is also available in Council’s range of Responsible Pet Ownership Fact Sheets. These include:

· Dogs, Fences and Roaming

· Biting and Aggression

· Litter

· Leashes and Exercise

· Registration and Identification

· Responsible Pet Ownership

· Barking Dogs

· Desexing Your Pet

· Registration Fees & Fines

Contacting Council
If you require any further information, or would like a copy of one of Council’s Responsible Pet Ownership Fact Sheets, visit either of Council’s Customer Service Centres at 

-
68 Sussex Street, Linton or

-
2 Pope Street, Bannockburn or call

( 5220 7111 or

( 1300 36 30 36 (Toll Free within the Shire)

Email enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au
Website www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au
SOME COMMON MYTHS ABOUT BARKING DOGS

MYTH 1: A dog that barks a lot is a good watchdog.

FALSE! Dogs that bark excessively make poor security systems as neighbours often ignore the barking.

MYTH 2: My dog does not bark when I am at home, so it does not bark when I am out.

FALSE! Many dogs bark because of anxiety and isolation. Most complaints are about dogs that bark when their owners are not home.

MYTH 3: Sterilisation will stop a dog from barking.

FALSE! Sterilisation does not stop barking except where dogs are barking at neighbouring dogs of the same sex, or when a male dog can sense a bitch in season.   However, sterilisation is strongly recommended for other reasons.

MYTH 4: It is natural for dogs to bark a lot.

FALSE! Barking is one of the dog’s main ways of communicating. However, it is NOT normal for a dog to bark at every noise, passer by, or to bark for long periods of time.

MYTH 5: Dogs bark because they are lonely and need another dog for company.

FALSE! Getting another dog does not usually prevent or fix a barking problem.

MYTH 6: Dogs only bark too much if they are teased, bored or not exercised.

FALSE! Dogs bark for many reasons including breeding, inappropriate confinement, passing distractions, isolation, guarding, anxiety, discomfort and attention seeking. It is important to work out why the dog is barking before the problem can be solved.

SOME SIMPLE TIPS FOR BARKING DOGS

· Scatter or hide treats around the yard for the dog to find.  Dogs are scavengers and enjoy searching for food.  Hiding treats provides stimulation, helps your pet pass the day and rewards your dog for being busy not barking

· Make sure that you do not reward your dog for barking too much. Do not let the dog inside or give it attention when it barks. Instead, give the dog attention when it is quiet.

· Go to the dog while it is barking and squirt it in the face with water and say “NO BAD DOG” in a firm but controlled voice. Never call the dog to receive the reprimand or else it will believe that it is being reprimanded for coming to the owner when called. A dog should never be reprimanded after the incident as this confuses the dog as to the reason it is being punished
· If the dog is barking at people or noises on the other side of a fence, move the dog to another part of the yard, or put up a barrier to keep the dog away from that area.

· If the dog barks at regular disturbances such as children walking to school or rubbish trucks, keep the dog inside or in an enclosed area at these times.

· If the dog races along a path or fence barking at passing distractions, put barriers or obstacles in the dog’s way to slow it down.

· Ensure that the dog has adequate exercise and obedience training.

· Make sure that the dog has food, water and shelter from the weather.

· If the dog is barking at gaps and cracks in the fence, fill them in.

· If the dog is barking at people it can see passing by, try blocking the dog’s view.

· Teach the dog to stop barking on command. When the dog is barking give a firm command such as “cease” and call the dog to you. Praise the dog when it stops barking. If the dog will not listen to you, it may need obedience training.

· An anti-barking collar may be useful for some, but not all, barking dogs. Contact Golden Plains Shire’s Community Protection Officers on 5220 7111.

DOGS BARK FOR MANY REASONS AND, IF THESE SIMPLE TIPS DO NOT HELP, SEEK FURTHER ADVICE FROM DOG BEHAVIOUR SPECIALIST.
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