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On b ehal f  of  the G ol den Pl ains 
Shire Council ,  I ’ m thril l ed 
to present this ‘ I nvestment 
Prospectus’  that hig hl ig hts some 
of  the many streng ths of  our 
wonderf ul  reg ion.

G ol den Pl ains has tremendous 
opportuni�es as a predominantly 
rural shire posi�oned between two 
maũor ci�es͕ Geelong and Ballarat͕ 
and within cl ose prox imity to the 
state capital ,  Mel b ourne.  T his al l ows 
G ol den Pl ains to del icatel y b al ance 
the benefits that come with proǆimity 
to maũor ci�es with the space for 
industry͕  produc�on and most 
importantl y l if estyl e.

We con�nue to grow and modernise 
as you wil l  see when you travel  
throug h the stunning  G ol den Pl ains 
–  rich in natural  b eauty,  steeped in 
ag ricul ture,  and prog ressing  towards 
a sustainab l e f uture.  Our path to 
crea�ng a great place to live͕ work 
and play is only par�ally complete͕ 
and we have a determina�on to keep 
on improving .  We want to share our 
vision with you and f or you to b e a 
co- driver of  this shared j ourney.

I would recommend contac�ng the 
E conomic Devel opment T eam at 
G ol den Pl ains Shire Council  to discuss 
estab l ishing  your f ootprint in our 
wonderf ul  reg ion and how we can 
hel p your b usiness,  investment or 
devel opment g row.

We look forward to hearing from you͘

Cr. Brett Cunningham
Mayor
G ol den Pl ains Shire Council   
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Golden Plains Shire spans the Traditional 
lands of the Wadawurrung and Eastern 
Maar Peoples. 

Council acknowledges them as the 
Traditional Owners and Custodians and 
pays its respects to both Wadawurrung  
and Eastern Maar Elders past, present  
and emerging. 

Council extends that respect to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
People who are part of Golden 
Plains Shire. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
OF COUNTRY
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GOLDEN PLAINS AT A GLANCE
Golden Plains Shire has a rich 
history comprising our First 
Nations people, miners from all 
over the world and the farmers of 
the golden agricultural plains that 
give rise to our name.

We now have a diverse community, 
proud of our history but also proud of 
where we are going. Golden Plains Shire 
is no longer known for it’s miners but 
is becoming a haven for clean energy 
production. Construction has started on 
our wind farms that will shortly power 
over 970,000 homes across Australia.

With a population of 25,651 (as at 2023) 
and an anticipated population of 42,607 
by 2041, Golden Plains Shire is predicted 
to grow at a rapid annual rate of 2.73% 
through 2041. This is already seeing 
our economy diversify but agriculture 
still employs 19.0% of the workforce, 
followed by construction 16.5% and 
Education & Training at 10.2%. 

We have a strong connection with 
Geelong and Ballarat and integrate as 
part of those broader economies due 
to the urban fringes of those two cities 
approaching our municipal boundaries

 However, we believe that Golden Plains 
Shire offers a meaningful differentiation 
from the congested city environments 
that Geelong and Ballarat are becoming.

At 2,703km2 in size (and larger than the 
Australian Capital Territory) we think 
there is plenty of room for you and your 
business to grow in Golden Plains Shire.
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KEY INDUSTRIES

AGRICULTURE

Agriculture remains the main 
employer in the region at 19.0% of 
the work force and $312m worth of 
output. However, as the economy 
grows, diversifies and production 
increases, the total number of jobs will 
increase in agriculture but it’s portion 
of jobs overall will decrease. Primary 
agriculture industries in Golden Plains 
are wool, grain, goat dairy, beef, 
chicken, chicken eggs and pork. 

MANUFACTURING

Manufacturing (especially of Food 
Products, Metal Products and 
Beverages) is an important contributor 
to the economy producing economic 
output of $204m per annum. Golden 
Plains anticipates that this will 
continue to grow with designated 
areas such as the Gheringhap 
Employment Precinct and the increase 
in agricultural output. 

Essentially, Golden Plains aims to 
boost manufacturing by providing 
manufacturing capacity at locations 
close to agricultural output. In 
addition, given the proximity to 
Melbourne, Geelong and Ballarat 
there seems likely to be significant 
growth outlook for Manufacturing.

CLEAN POWER GENERATION

In total between the Berrybank 
Wind Farm, the Mount Mercer 
Wind Farm and the Golden Plains 
Wind Farm over $3.5 billion worth 
of investment has or will be made 
into Clean Power Generation. This 
has created a competitive skill base 
capable of construction and servicing 
of large-scale Wind Farm Projects 
and associated activities. Given this, 
Golden Plains is hopeful of more 
investment given our budding skills 
base and natural assets.

 

CONSTRUCTION

Construction is fast becoming a larger 
source of economic output across 
Golden Plains at $357m per annum 
due to strong population growth 
which is causing rapid increase 
in demand for housing stock and 
associated commercial/industrial 
stock – especially in areas closer to 
Geelong and Ballarat. It is anticipated 
that this sector will continue to grow 
in importance due to expected strong 
population growth of 2.73% per 
annum between now and 2041.
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LOCATION

Strategically located near Geelong, 
Ballarat and Melbourne

•	 Connectivity to supply 
chain operators

•	 Quality affordable lifestyle choices 
for employees 

WORKFORCE, SERVICES  
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Ready access to markets, workforce and 
infrastructure

•	 Access to a large regional workforce

•	 Established waste 
management services

•	 A dedicated potable water supply

•	 Heavy vehicle and B-Double access

LAND

Agricultural land with zoning and policy 
support for intensive agriculture

•	 Over 4,000 hectares of land suitable 
for greenfield development

•	 Land which complies with Industry 
Codes of Practice including 
separation distances

•	 Zoned for farming with strong policy 
to support intensive agriculture in 
the long term

•	 Policy support for complementary 
uses including: waste management, 
aquaculture, horticulture, 
renewable energy and 
broadacre agriculture

FOOD PRODUCTION PRECINCT 09
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FAVOURABLE, CONDITIONS  
FOR INTENSIVE FARMING

Council will work with you

•	 Acknowledged regionally and by 
State Government as a key area for 
intensive farming

•	 Established intensive industries

•	  Established processors within a 
small radius

•	 Value chain – hatcheries, breeder 
rearing and production, feed 
storage and milling are regionally 
established 

TRANSPORT

Easy access to road, rail, sea and 
air and national and international 
transport routes

•	 Transport corridors provide efficient 
connections within and outside 
the region -

•	 Midland Highway, Geelong Ring 
Road, Princes Freeway, Western 
Ring Road, Hamilton Highway

•	 Geelong Port dedicated bulk 
handling facility (30 km)

•	 Port of Melbourne (90 km)

•	 Melbourne International 
Airport passenger and freight 
terminal (107 km)

•	 Avalon Airport passenger and 
freight terminal (45 km) 
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COUNCIL ASSISTANCE 

ECONOMIC VISION 

The Economic Development Team 
is committed to responsible and 
sustainable development of Golden 
Plains Shire.  

Our vision is shaped in our Economic 
Development, Tourism & Investment 
Attraction Strategy 2022-2032 where 
it sets out our four core areas: 

•	 Small Towns & Enterprise; 

•	 Productive, Sustainable 
Landscapes; 

•	 Escape the City; and, 

•	 Shire-based Health & Education. 

In addition, we help facilitate other 
visions such as our Gheringhap 
Employment Precinct and Golden 
Plains Food Production Precinct 
strategies which aim to shape and 
develop industry.  

INVESTMENT 
FACILITATION TASK FORCE 

The Golden Plains Shire Council has 
established an Investment Facilitation 
Taskforce, which is led by the CEO, 
and works with large scale investment 
enquiries to provide guidance and 
advice throughout the planning permit 
application and development process.    

WORKING TOGETHER 

The Economic Development Team can 
also assist you in initiating, developing, 
and refining your investments within 
Golden Plains. The primary way we 
can assist is that we offer a Business 
Concierge Service that aims to simplify 
your dealings with the council under a 
one stop banner. 

This includes using your Business 
Concierge as a one stop contact for: 

•	 Provision of data relating to local 
economic conditions; 

•	 Provision of publicly available 
reports, documents, and 
strategies; 

•	 Health and Environmental Permit 
requirements; 

•	 Statutory Planning (including 
subdivisions, rezonings, 
permits etc.); 

•	 Connection to Local Business 
Networks and Industry Groups; 

•	 Information on Local Grants 
Available; and, 

•	 Other local connections 
as required. 

The aim of this service is to make 
things more simple and time efficient. 
We believe that both these factors are 
major considerations when making 
investment decisions. 
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To discuss your project, funding and 
approvals, please contact our Economic 
Development Team.

CONTACT US:

       (03) 5220 7111

       business@gplains.vic.gov.au

       goldenplains.vic.gov.au

ENQUIRE NOW






